In most societies the ability to move easily from place to place is a taken-for-granted aspect of twenty-first century life, but much less is known about such mobility in the past with a tendency for accounts to focus on the exceptional rather than the routine. In this paper we use two personal diaries written in England in the mid-nineteenth century and early-twentieth centuries to explore the ways in which everyday mobility was accomplished in the past.
'Mrs H came home from Norwich ... her pocket picked at the station and all her money stolen': using life writing to recover the experience of travel in the past.
* Introduction
'Everyday life may be … synonymous with the habitual, the ordinary, the mundane, yet it is also strangely elusive.' 1 There is little that is more everyday than travel. Almost all activities that we undertake require movement of some sort: be it on foot, by bike, by car or on public transport. We regularly negotiate complex multi-mode journeys but rarely consider them in detail. Often they are only scrutinised closely when problems occur and a journey cannot be completed as anticipated.
2 If, for the most part, everyday travel is a taken-for-granted part of life, this does not mean that it has escaped academic scrutiny from historical, theoretical and practical perspectives. 3 Ben Highmore 4 traces much work on the everyday in society back to the theories of Georg Simmel, but then expands them through the writings of such theorists as De * Thanks to the archive staff at the Bishopsgate Institute for help with locating relevant diaries. However, recreation of the experience of travel in the past is fraught with difficulties by virtue of the fact that such mundane and everyday activities rarely attract enough attention to be recorded: in most instances only exceptional events and experiences are noted, thus potentially distorting the historical record. This tends to be the case with more popular or wide ranging accounts of mobility. 6 Probably the best, and most well-known, exploration of the experience of travel in the past is by Wolfgang Schivelbusch who examined the impact of railways on everyday travel in the USA in the nineteenth century. This paper adds to the small literature that exists on the experience of everyday travel in the past by examining key themes that emerge from analysis of two diaries produced by people who lived and travelled in Britain in the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries. Its focus is on the practical aspects of travel rather than on the theoretical consideration of emotions and experiences, though such empirical investigation provides evidence to support the more theoretical literature of authors such as Simmel, Lefebvre and De Certeau (cited above) . The paper has three main aims: first, to demonstrate the utility of life writing for the study of mobility in the past; second, to describe and explain the mobility experiences of two very different diarists; and, third to explore the links between everyday mobility and residential migration. Most migration history has largely ignored everyday mobility. We argue that there is value in exploring the interactions between them in more detail.
Everyday travel for work, education, leisure etc. is far more common than residential migration, but the two forms of movement are also linked. While some residential moves take place over long distances to locations about which a migrant has limited knowledge, or only knowledge acquired through media or networks of friends and kin who have already moved, most residential migration in all places and time periods is over short distances and within an activity space that is likely to be partly familiar to a migrant. 10 In this sense everyday mobility is fundamentally linked to residential migration in that it is one of a number of fully what was typical of any time, place or individual in the past, the aim of this paper is to focus on those aspects of everyday travel that are more rarely revealed.
The diaries
This paper develops from a much longer-term interest, spanning almost 40 years, in using diaries and life histories to reveal aspects of everyday life that often remain hidden. 23 Usually access to unpublished personal diaries occurs by chance: a random discovery in an archive or through a personal contact. Although there are a number of published collections of diaries and other life writing, 24 many others remain in archives and private collections. The diaries used in this paper come from a new and developing archive produced through the Great Diary Project. 25 The aim of this project is to collect and make publicly available personal diaries from all time periods: so far in excess of 2000 diaries have been amassed by the project's instigator, Irving Finkel, and these are gradually being transferred to the library of the Bishopsgate Institute in London where they can be consulted. 26 Close reading of diaries to locate snippets of information on everyday travel is very time-consuming, and many diaries contain little of relevance. This paper focuses on evidence drawn from two diaries as it was thought better to explore a small number of diaries in some depth rather than try to cover a wider range. So far as we are aware neither of these diaries has been used previously in published research. Selection of the diaries used for this paper was based on a number of mainly pragmatic considerations. First, they both did contain a reasonable degree of detail about everyday movement; second, they offer contrasting perspectives on movement as the diarists are very different in their personal and social characteristics, and the diaries were written half a century apart; third, neither diarist achieved any public prominence and thus there is no indication that the diaries were written with a view to later publication; fourth, they were amongst the first of the (currently 152) diaries to be made publicly available; and, fifth, they were legible and in reasonably good condition. Further thoughts on their potential representativeness are offered in the concluding section.
The first diary is that of John Leeson who lived in London and kept a series of (surviving) diaries from July 1846 to May 1865 (just before he died However, the lack of errors, unchanging hand, and sometimes carefully composed prose suggest that they may have been copied up from other diaries or notebooks.
The experience of travel in the past
Drawing on the diaries outlined above we now examine some of the key features of the ways in which these chroniclers travelled in two very different British cities in the mid-nineteenth century and the early-twentieth century. We particularly stress the ways in which everyday travel was embedded in most other aspects of daily life, variously facilitating or constraining actions; the wide range of transport modes that were used, and the reasons for choosing such modes; and the hazards and inconveniences that were faced. Diary extracts that illustrate the points made are given in boxes 1-6. It is not the aim of this paper to directly compare the two diaries as they are clearly written by two very different people and vary in style and content.
In this sense direct comparison is probably not very useful. Rather, the diaries are presented as examples of life writing that can usefully be explored through close reading to inform our understanding of everyday mobility in the past. We seek to demonstrate the utility of the methodology and the nature of the information that can be revealed.
The variety of travel
Both of the diarists featured in this paper travelled widely and easily throughout the period covered by the diaries. The ability to move around at most times, and in both the day and night, was a taken-for-granted part of everyday life and facilitated the activities that they were either required or chose to undertake. 
The pleasures of travel
For both diarists most journeys undertaken were not remarked upon beyond their destination and purpose, and there is no sense that they were either especially pleasurable or problematic.
Unless something went badly wrong (see below) those trips that did generate additional and country that he remembered from his childhood. The implication is that his father may have kept a carriage, and he had happy memories of travelling in it, but that he now only rarely travelled in such style. He also noted each time he travelled in a Fly, suggesting that it was seen as a luxury and only to be used on special occasions such as when he and his wife returned from a party in the early hours of the morning (Box 3). It can thus be suggested that particular pleasure was gained from travel whenever it was novel, if it brought back happy memories, if it was in an attractive location and if it was in the company of family and friends.
Much the same can be said about Ida Berry and her everyday movements. The forms of travel that she clearly enjoyed most were cycling (in the summer months) and walking (all year round). She often used quite lyrical language to describe her evening walks and cycle rides, usually focusing on features such as the landscape, sunset and moonlight. Not surprisingly, both walks and rides were especially noted if she was in the company of friends, especially 'Norman' with whom she seemed to be developing quite a close relationship (though she never married). Outings, especially by bike, were also enlivened by refreshments with many mentions of stopping for tea and cakes (and often the purchase of picture postcards), while the combination of a cycle ride and country walk was also common. When cycling, Ida seemed especially to engage with the physical and sensual pleasures of movement, especially generated by light (sunset, moonlight or when cycling in the dark with lights on her bike),
and by speed as when she 'coasts' down hills or on the occasions when she (and others with her) 'scorched' home. Here she is displaying her kinaesthetic engagement with cycling as discussed in a contemporary context by Justin Spinney. 35 As with John Leeson, Ida Berry also commented particularly when she engaged with new or novel forms of transport. Thus she made favourable comments when she travelled on the top deck of a tram, and noted the first time that she went in a motor bus. These occasions aside, everyday travel was reported in a matter of fact way (Box 4).
The inconveniences of travel
As noted above most travel was unremarkable, some forms were especially enjoyed, and only a few proved problematic. When difficulties did arise they were usually easily resolved and did not seem to cause great distress. As today, everyday travel could be disrupted by the weather, by late-running trains, or by personal misfortune such as a fall or a rare encounter with theft. All these situations are recorded in the two diaries but none occurred frequently.
John Leeson recorded only one definite instance of theft on the railway (and then not from him but from a friend), together with three occasions when his wife or sister 'lost' her purse during an outing. Here it is not clear if it was a case of theft or carelessness. In a small number of instances travel in winter was delayed by snow and ice, or by a broken-down train, but such occasions seemed to be rare and were not viewed as especially problematic. The most frustration was probably caused when snow and ice prevented Leeson and his family undertaking their regular walks. Accidents while travelling were also rare. On one occasion
Leeson slipped when getting off an omnibus, and on another he noted a narrow escape when the horse ran away with him in a Fly. He also recorded one occasion when a friend was injured when their Chaise was hit by a cart from behind (Box 5). For the most part, however, everyday travel for John Leeson and his family in London in the mid-nineteenth century was undertaken without difficulty.
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Ida Berry similarly had few negative experiences when travelling, with most minor accidents and inconveniences unsurprisingly occurring while cycling. She recorded three punctures in her own bicycle tyres during the four years of the diary, and two more instances when punctures in a companion's tyre interrupted a ride. She appeared unable to mend a puncture herself (due mainly to the tyre technology of the time) and always took her bike to a local shop to have a new inner tube fitted. Punctures apart, cycle maintenance appeared to be minimal, with annual visits to a shop in Didsbury to have the 'free wheels' oiled at the start of each cycling season. Ida recorded only one occasion when she came off her bike (without significant injury) and one instance when her sister was 'thrown off' her machine. These occasions apart, the main impediment to cycling and to walking was, predictably, the weather with quite frequent comments about wind and rain. Bad weather did not always prevent outings, though Ida did not cycle at all in winter, but snow or heavy rain could delay or shorten a walk, and there are several comments about being tired having cycled in wind.
Negative comments about other forms of transport were rare. There is one occasion when she appeared to link travelling on the top of a tram to the onset of neuralgia, although she also experienced a similar attack the following day while cycling (without attributing it to the bike ride). Only rarely did Ida suggest that she went out reluctantly, the most notable being when her (widowed) mother appeared to be entertaining a male friend, presumably a suitor, and both Ida and Maud felt obliged to leave the house (box 6).
Diaries and other forms of life writing often leave unanswered questions, and there is one conundrum that occurs at the end of Ida's diary. In September 1906 Ida sold her bicycle (for £1.6s.0d) and her sister Maud had sold her machine some two weeks earlier. There is no explanation for this behaviour, and no regret expressed although, given the centrality of cycling to Ida's and Maud's lives previously, it seems inconceivable that the loss of the bikes would not have caused some inconvenience. Much of the sisters' social life had been centred on cycling. There are a number of possible explanations, although all are pure speculation. It is possible that the bikes were sold towards the end of the cycling season with a view to buying new ones in the spring. The entry occurred (and the diary ends) just before the family was about to move to a new home so maybe it was thought there was no room for bikes in the new house, though the move was only to an adjacent street with similar property. In addition, several weeks prior to the sale of the bikes both sisters had come off their bikes, so it is possible that their mother (or others with influence) felt that cycling was too dangerous, even though neither Maud nor Ida sustained any significant injury. It is also possible that at the age of 21 (almost 22) cycling was thought to be unbecoming for a young lady: although many in her social circle cycled, most of the cycling companions she noted (apart from her sister Maud) were male. A definitive answer is not possible, but it is clear that as the diary ends Ida considered that she was moving into a fresh phase of her life, so maybe abandoning a form of transport that had previously been so central to her was part of forming a fresh identity as an adult in a new home.
Conclusions: lessons from the past
The principal aims of this paper were to demonstrate the utility of diaries for examining everyday mobility, to describe and explain the movements recorded, and to consider the links between mobility and residential migration. Clearly, only limited generalisations can be drawn from the selective analysis of two diaries written in different places in England and half a century apart. However, the fact that there are considerable similarities in the experiences of travel expressed by these two reporters, despite their obvious differences, suggests that they may represent much more deeply embedded routines, processes and practices. How widely the experiences recorded here can be generalised must await much more extensive reading and analysis of a larger set of diaries, 37 but the narrower aims outlined above have been met. First, despite the statement by Felski at the start of this paper that everyday experiences are 'elusive', 38 this analysis has demonstrated that life writing can be used to reconstruct at least some aspects of the commonplace in past lives. Diaries will never record everything, and we never know what is left out or why, but the two quite factual and relatively unreflective diaries examined here do allow the reconstruction of at least some aspects of everyday travel. Second, we argue that not only are such practices revealed but also that they were important for the people involved. The so-called 'mobilities turn' in social science has stressed the centrality of all forms of movement for the functioning of 37 . This is currently part of our on-going research. here we suggest that while the everyday journeys recorded were central to the lived experiences of the diarists, and facilitated many everyday activities; only rarely did they generate stronger emotions or feelings. Those trips that were linked in the diaries with particular emotions tended to be unusual, rarely undertaken or exceptional in some way. Thus holidays, new forms of transport, experience of unusual speed, entertaining companions or accidents generated entries that suggested emotion and affect; but most everyday journeys were indeed mundane and appeared to have little meaning beyond the fact that they facilitated a particular activity. They were important but only rarely generated strong emotions as recorded in the diaries.
The extent to which everyday mobility influenced residential migration obviously cannot be generalised from just two diaries. As migration occurs much less often that mobility the number of occurrences recorded in diaries is mostly small, and clearly everyday mobility is only of relevance for short distance moves. However, both diarists studied either moved or considered moving within their local area during the span of the diary, and it is clear that their search behaviour took place in locations through which they regularly travelled on their everyday journeys. The search for a new home seemed sometimes to be based on information gleaned from previous journeys but on other occasions could generate quite specific trips. As in the case of Ida Berry, such travel could also incorporate other activities. In this sense, both everyday mobility and residential migration can be viewed as activities linked in a common web of mobility experiences. It is suggested that migration research would benefit from more often exploring the linkages between different aspects of mobility. Mother and Baby and I walked through Northenden to Gibb Lane, it was a glorious day and the trees were lovely. In the evening Maud and I went for a ride to Cheadle, and later on we rode with lights. (May 19 1903) We started at 9 o'clock for a Cycling Tour, and had a very good time, we passed through Gosworth and Havanna and proceeded to Congleton (50 miles) we passed the Bluebell Valley and all had lunch, under some trees on a grassy bank, near some rushing water. After lunch we left our machines at a farmhouse, and ascended to the top of Congleton Cloud, a very high mountain, the stretch of country to be seen for miles around was magnificent and the fresh breeze was most invigorating. We passed Reedes Mere and the water looked lovely in the sunshine. (June 1 1903, Bank Holiday Monday)
We went for a ride with Ruby and Norman to 'Castle Mill' and had tea there. We came home a long way round through 'Bramhall' and 'Wilmslow'. It was a glorious evening and as we came home down 'School Hill' the waning moon lighted our way. (April 30 1904) After Chapel at night I went for a long walk with Harry and Norman, it was a glorious moonlight night, and we did have some fun. Harry made us roar, we met Ruby and Sam down 'Pine Road' and then we all went together down the back streets of Didsbury, and then we lost them, and Harry and Norman brought me home. (December 18 1904)
We went for our 8 mile ride for the first time this year. It was a glorious evening and we did enjoy it. The setting sun lighted all the newly opened leaves down Gibb Lane and the birds were singing and the air was lovely. We rested for a while down Stockport Rd. I viewed the familiar landscape and watched the rose-tinted clouds fly past. As we came home we met Harry, motoring, so he turned back and rode between us down Northern Grove, and we had a little chat at the gate. (March 27 1905) Six of us went for a ride to 'Arley', it was grand. We had a beautiful tea and walked round the 'Meres', coming home we saw the most beautiful sunset we had ever seen, the sun looked like a jewel so bright, and the sky was blazing with red and gold. (May 27 1905) Maud and I cycled to Alderley Edge after tea, it was a glorious ride we scorched home. (August 8 1906) 
